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'August 28.

c News lias been received to-day of the " Phcenix " (I
think), a frigate of thirty-two guns, commanded by
Captain Baker, having taken " La Didon " of forty-four
guns off Ferrol on the 10th inst. after an engagement of
three hours, in which the French had 150 killed and
wounded. I don't know why this news did not come
sooner except that it was brought by the frigates them-
selves which may have had a long passage.5

' Pall Mall: August 29, 1805.

6 We were wrong in supposing that Calder had been
heard of off Ferrol on the 20th, as I probably mentioned
to you in a former letter; but accounts are just received
of his arrival off Ferrol on the 21st, and not finding
the combined fleets in that harbour. As they have
not been heard of to the northward, there is the
strongest reason to believe that they are gone to the
southward, and probably to the Mediterranean; but
they may be cruising to the westward to intercept our
homeward-bound fleets. I do not know what Calder
has done or is to do on finding that they had left Ferrol.1
The interval is anxious, as they may, on the one hand,
fall in with some valuable merchant fleets of ours, and,
on the other, may meet our squadron and be well beaten.

1 ' As to Sir Eobert Calder, he will never catch anything but crabs if
he attempts to row about. He puts me in mind of tho clown in a
harlequin farce, who always lets harlequin slip in and out, and th<sn

comes staring about to look for it till he runs his head against a post.*__

Lady Malnusbury to Lady Minto, August 20, 1809,